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New York Opening This Week 


Dinosaur Wharf-National, 11/8/51. Theresa Hayden presents new play by Joel Wymen. 
Lois Wheeler, Leo Penn, James Gregory, Harrison Down end Richerd Venture are featured. 
Sets by Sam Leve. Directed by the producer. 


Digests of Current Reviews - more on Page 3 


Barefoot in Athens-Martin Beck, 10/31/51. All but two of the daily critics okayed 
Playwright Company's production of Maxwell Anderson's new play on Socrates. Majority 
called play timely, while they split on merits of acting and staging. Atkinson, Times 
and Kerr, Herald Tribune, filed negative votes because they felt script was lacking in 
interest and energy. Barry Jones portrayal of the ancient philosopher rated applause 
from all, though Pollock, Compass, complained be was difficult to hear. Lotte Lenya 
and George Methews and Phillip Coolidge also received good notices. Alen Anderson's 
direction was penned by several for lecking brillience and passion while others found 
it suitable. Boris Aronson's sets were complimented by 911 but Garland, Journal 
American, who thought they lacked imagination. Colemen, Mirror, billed show @ must, 
Anderson at his bests; while Watts, Post, tabbed it an uneven drama of absorbing in- 
terest thet doesn’t live up to its subject matter. WT&S and Women's Wear critics 
filed mild “pros” wishing it had been more exciting. 


The Number-Biltmore, 10/30/51. Wide difference of opinion recorded on Arthur 
Certer’s new melodrems produced by Paul Vroom and Irving Cooper. Half daily review- 
ers praised play featuring Martha Scott, Dane Clerk and Murvyn Vye as an interesting 
crime pley; while other half panned it as a poorly done melodrame bordering on soap 
Opera. Vye walked off with 911 acting honors, with an equally wide difference of 
Opinion on acting telents of Clark and Scott. Dissenters felt thet Scott was mis- 
cast and that Clark did as well as could be expected in stock part; while those who 
praised show felt 211 cast, directed by George Abbott did a fine job. Dissenters 
included critics of Times, Herald Tribune, Mirror, World Telegram & Sun, Bagle and 
New Leader. Atkinson, Times, found it all pretty hollow proving that gamblers are 
uninteresting peoplee Hawkins, WT&S, feared audience couldn't make up mind if play 
was @ rip roaring melodrama or satire on soap operas. Chapman, News, who liked play 
joined others in praising Ralph Alswang’s sets. Critic noted that it wasn’t design- 
ers fault that management ordered too much scenerye Watts, Post, billed it as a con- 
ventional, but agreeably suspenseful meloe 


Glad Tidings-Lyceum, 10/11/51. Nation's “CeH."” found Signe Hasso the only thing 
worthy of comment in Harold Bromley’s production of Edward Mebley’s comedy. Her per= 
formance showed & determination to overcome poor writing, poor direction and fright- 
ful reviews thet was truly titanic. 


News & Notes 


November “Theatre Arts” features article by Hawkins, WT&S; Richard McLaughlin has 
been named literary editor.e.eeIrving Hoffman, Hollywood Reporter, home after round the 
world tripe.eeLouis Kronenberger, Time, teaching at Brandeis University...Show of the 
Month Club planning a "7215 Curtain Club"...Emlyn Williams will present his Dickens 
readings in New York next spring...New Parsons Theatre, Hartford, Conn, a subscription 
sell-outeeeCharles Coburn touring lecture circuit with a one man showe 
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1. NY Times 

2e NY Herald Tribune 
Se NY News 

4. NY Mirror 

5e NY Compass 

6- NY Post 

7e NY Journal American 
8. NY World Tele-Sun 
9- Brooklyn Eagle 
10. LI Press 

11. Newark News 


12. Chre Science Monitor 23- WCBS Leonard 
13. Journal of Commerce 24- Commonweal 

14. Morning Telegraph-WFDR 25. Cue 

15. Ward Morehouse 26. Nation 

16. George Jean Nathar 27. New Leader-WEVD 
17. Wall Street Journal 28. New Republic 
18. Women's Wear 29. Newsweek 

19. Billboard 30. New Yorker 

Variety Sle Park East 

21- Critical Digest 32. Saturday Review 
Theatre Arts 332 Time 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hits. "So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 


an entertaining or stimulating evening. 


AFFAIRS OF STATE-9/25/50 
BAGELS AND YOX-9/12/51 
BORSCHT CAPADES-9/17/51 
CALL ME MADAM-10/12/50 


DIAMOND LIL'-9/14/51 
FAITHFULLY YOURS-10/18/51 


THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 


GLAD TIDINGS-10/11/51 


GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50 
LACE ON HER PETTICOAT-9/4/51 


LOVE AND LET LOVE-10/19/51 


THE MOON IS BLUE- 
MUSIC IN THE AIR-10/8/51 


THE KING AND Aes 
3/8/51 

REMAINS TO BE SEEN-10/3/51 

SAINT JOAN-10/4/51 

SEVENTEEN~6/22/51 

SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 


STALAG 17-5/8/51 


A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN-4/19/51 


TWO ON THE AISLE-7/19/51 


Unless otherwise noted critics voted "pro." 


Con: 
None: 10-14=21=-26. So-So: 3l. 
Con: 
None: 
Con: 
None: 12-14=15=16-1 7-18 
Con: 19=22=-26-28. None: 10-14-21-23. 
"All critics for Mae, per usual, but against playe" 
Con: 
None: 
~30-31-32=33. 
Con: 2=6=-23. 
None: 12-13=14—15=1 6-17-18 
Con: -32. 
None: 10-12-13-14-15=1 
Con: 26- None: 10-2ls 
Con: 
None: 12-14-22-29=32. 
Con: 
None: 
29=30=31-32-33. 
Con: 266 None: 10-21<22-24,. 
Con: 16-22. None: 10-21-26. 
Con: 
None: -28-30-31=32. 
Con: 1-7-16-18-21-30-33. 
None: 
Con: 2—4=6-15=23=-33. 
None: 
Con: 
None: 
Con: 33. So-So: 25. 
None: 
Con: 4=25-26-27=-30. So-So: 3. 
None: 10-21-22. 
Con: None: 10-15-21-22. 
So-So: 3l. 
Con: 2-3-26. None: 10-12-22-27-28-32. 
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CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Seventeen co-producer Sammy Lambert saluted by Coleman, Mirror, 
for initiating forums on drama in high schools in N.Y. This move is worth 50 
conferences on the state of the theatre, critic praises...Morehouse, WT&S, won=- 
ders why Rodgers & Hammerstein didn't invite NY critics to London premiere of 
South Pacific, he is sure critical clan will be transported to Drury Lane next 
year by Feuer & Martin to see Guys and Dolls...Watts, Post, surprised that The 
Lady's Not For Burning not included in "Best Plays" book by Chapman, News. 


CAPSULE CRITIQUES...Phillips, WT&S, pun filled reviews of new shows include: Shirley. 
to Bed and Shirley to Rise--A Tree Grows in Brooklyn; Guys and Catskills--Borscht 
Capades; and Affairs of Ginger-~Love and Let Love. 


COLUMN TIPS...Never Say Never producers hoping Boston will ban play, whispers Walker... 
Two more midtown theatres to be leased to TV, informs Eaton...Buy Me Blue Rib= 
bons producer Jay Robinson lost $40,000 of his mother's money, informs Winchell... 


Love and Let Love zetting movie offers, reports Kilgallen, provided Ginger 
Rogers makes the film version. 


MONEY PROBLEMS...Swift growth of New Dramatists' Committee project from an idea by 
Michaela O'Harra two years ago to a lively, growing concern with headquarters 
at NY City Center has developed into a needed, but expensive operation, Rice, 
Post, discovered. While the group has received grants from Rockefeller Founda= 
tion and Morganthau Foundation totaling more than $72,000, more money is needed 
to meet running expenses. $130,000 is needed in the next three years for all the 
group's activities, especially if a working liasion between college and comunity 
theatres and working fellowships for playwrights are to be establishede 


MAIL BOX..."Yes and no" writing by critics should be tebbed "meggletalk," Chapman, 
News, suggests to Variety...Frank Sullivan denies, in a note to Winsten, Post, 
that any of cliches in his New Yorker piece on drama critics came from the NY 
papers. Most, he insists, came from papers in South Africa and Alaskae 


A Sleep of Prisoners-St.James Church, 10/16/51. Christopher Fry's church drama 
presented for Limited run by Luther Greene before its nation-wide tour won two favor= 
able reviews, a few words of encouragement, and the rest "con" reviews from weekly 
appraiserso Newsweek critic and Gabriel, Cue, praised it for its fine acting by ori- 
ginal London cast and for containing much good, serious verse by Fry. Trade paper 
critics Gros, Variety, and Francis, Billboard, congratulated producer for presenting 
something different, but feared it does not offer enough theatre to catch on. Gibbs, 
New Yorker, admitted he was just as perplexed as to what was going on as were the 
daily reviewers. 


Faithfully Yours-Coronet, 10/18/51. Weekly reviewers joined unanimous panning 
accorded Richard We Krakeur's production starring Ann Sothern and Robert Cummings. 
Sets by Paul Morrison and Sothern's gowns continued to rate top billing. Dullness 
and out of date plot were the chief crimes; Cummings winning slightly better notices 
than his co-star. Gibbs, New Yorker, filed complaint against excessive use of irre- 
velant props onstage in most plays 


Love and Let Love=-Plymouth, 10/19/51. A single "pro" vote recorded by Francis, 
Billboard, plus five other pans added to file of Anthony B. Farrell's much publicized 
production of Verneuil's play for Rogers. Trade paper reporter believes doctoring job 
attributed to Director Windust and Writer Benson, both unbilled, turned script into a 
frothy bit of nonsense with a lot of polishe Colleagues couldn't agree, several nomi- 
nating it as worst play of season. 
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Drama critics have no power except that given them by the public which has no 
regular theatre going habit, Walter Kerr told "Critical Digest" in an exclusive inter- 
view. The "Commonweal" critic, who has recently been appointed "guest" critic of the 
NY Herald Tribune for the fall season, firmly believes that the contemporary theatre's 
constant realism, prose and rehashing of the editorial pages bores the audience with 
its samenesse The audience has been stung so many times it is not willing to take a 


chancee This is the reason the public has given the critics the power to make a hit 
or flop. 


Playwrights, not producers, are to blame for this situation, Kerr quickly ex- 
plains. The Broadway producer today is a very brave man who will produce enything 
that is even remotely goode Such plays as Burning Bright and Billy Budd were’ put on 
and fought for by commercial producers. The critic doesn't believe that there are 

65 good non-commercial scripts which Broadway producers won't touche It is bad plays 
not high ticket prices, that are keeping the audience away from the theatree Thus 


the only possible way to get people going to the theatre regularly is by presenting 
good playse 


As drama critic of "Commonweal," an independent Catholic lay weekly, Kerr doesn't 
play the role of theatre shopper for his readers. Because they are familiar with the 
arts and have probably read a review of the play in the larger weeklies; Kerr tried 
to play the given work in its analytic and literary relation. His essay evaluates 
the literary merits of the work, rather than gives a plot outline. 


Though Kerr was appointed drama critic of "Commonweal" just one year ago, he has 
had more than ten years experience as a reviewere He covered motion pictures for his 
home town paper in Evanston, Illinois, on a daily basis while in high school and col- 
legee After graduation from Northwestern he joined the faculty of Catholic University 
where he remained for ten yearse As head of the Washington, DeCe school's drama de= 
partment he wrote and produced several plays which he later staged on Broadway. The 
first was the Theatre Guild Sing Out Sweet Land in 1945. Another was Touch and Go, a 
musical revue written by his wife Jean and staged in NY for George Abbott. The List 
also includes a few flops. At present, in addition to his twin critical duties, he 

is aiding his wife write a play which he will direct. 


Kerr is another drema critic who has no fears that TV will put the theatre out 
of business. If the new medium could ever produce continuing top quality programs, 


the effect on the theatre might be damaging. But they could never do it on a round 
the clock basis, he explains. 


Shows that closed include Buy Me Blue Ribbons...Helen Hayes reelected ANTA 
president, ANTA board to be expandede..American Theatre Wing moved into new home at 
351 West 48th Street...Sam Zolotow, Times, received binoculars from "Drama Desk"se. 
Two new bills introduced in Congress would aid in starting a national theatre... 
Irish theatre company opens nation-wide tour in Boston, November 12th..eANTA to 
honor Henry Rosenfield at Waldorf-Astoria on November 12...TV AND RADIO NOTES: Leon 
Pearson comments on theatre, books, films and magazines on WNBC Sundays at 1:00 P.M. 
Powers Gourard, WCAU, Philadelphia, Night Owl critic, back at work after long ill- 
ness.--The Number advertised on WMCA Barry Graye.."Broadway's Best," CBS planned 
color series produced by top Broadway producers, may be scheduled for Saturday nights 
on CBS-TV...Friars Dinner November 9 to be broadcast by CBSe.eeRobert Alda has formed 
a TV packaging firm...Max Gordon named producer of Frankie Laine TV show. 
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